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Contact: Linda Jesse, Alumni Association administrative assistant, (406) 243-4236.
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI TO RECEIVE AWARDS AT UM HOM ECOM ING
M ISSOULAThe University of Montana Alumni Association’s highest honor will go to six UM
graduates during this year’s Homecoming celebration Friday and Saturday, Oct. 12-13.
Distinguished Alumni Award recipients are Roberta Carkeek Cheney, the late Jeffrey
G. Cole, Sara S. Foland, Margaret E. MacDonald, Richard Albert Shadoan and Jean A.
Turnage. The awards will be presented during the traditional Singing on the Steps of Main
Hall ceremony starting at 7 p.m. Friday. Cole’s widow, Maria Little Cole, will accept her
husband’s award.
Cheney became a freelance writer, poet, editor, teacher and historian after receiving
her bachelor’s degree in English from UM in 1932. She has written, edited or co-authored 13
books and published more than 100 magazine and newspaper articles. Cheney served as
national president of Western Writers of America in 1978 and 1979. She is best known for her
book "Names on the Faces of Montana," which is considered a basic reference work on the
state’s history and geography. Among her other publications are "The Big Missouri Winter
Count: A Calendar of the Sioux 1796-1926" and "Hans Kleiber, Artist of the Big Horn
Mountains," which was named Best Western Art Book of 1976 by the Cowboy Hall of Fame.
Cheney currently presents lectures on Montana place names and writes weekly columns about
the state’s history for the Madisonian newspaper in Ennis.
Cole, a world-renowned journalist, died in an airplane crash in January while on
assignment as aerospace editor for the Wall Street Journal. He received a bachelor’s degree in
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journalism from UM in 1980 and then joined the staff of the Missoulian, where he started his
career. While at the Wall Street Journal, Cole wrote more than 800 stories, often breaking
some of the biggest exclusives the newspaper published. He received many prestigious awards
during an illustrious journalism career that spanned more than two decades. In June Cole was
named winner of the Boeing Decade of Excellence Award. The Boeing award, which is
nominated by peers, was granted for sustained achievement over a 10-year period.
Foland received a master’s degree in geology from UM in 1982 and went to work that
year for Amoco Corp. in Denver. During her 16 years with Amoco, Foland moved from
various geotechnical positions to become manager of acquisitions and divestment for the
corporation’s Western Business Unit. In 1992 Foland received a master’s degree in business
administration from the Executive Program of the Indiana University School of Business. She
will receive her doctoral degree in tectonics from the University of California, Santa Cruz this
year. Foland currently is vice chair of the board and vice president of Denver’s Newkirk
Engler & May, a private foundation that ensures science is relevant to society and readily
available to the public.
MacDonald received a bachelor’s degree in journalism from UM in 1974. From 1977
to 1986 she was a community organizer for the Northern Plains Resource Council, directing its
efforts on behalf of eastern Montana ranchers and farmers. Since 1990 MacDonald has been
executive director of the Montana Association of Churches. She also chairs the Billings Human
Relations Commission, which advises city leaders on human rights issues. In 1993 she was an
organizer of the "Not in Our Town" campaign, during which Billings households and
businesses displayed menorahs in response to anti-Semitic violence in the city. The campaign
earned MacDonald the 1995 Montana Association of Churches Governor’s Humanities Award.
Shadoan, a Billings native, was a Grizzly quarterback from 1949 to 1953. He earned
bachelor’s degrees from UM in business administration in 1953 and in psychology in 1954.
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That same year, the Army ROTC program took Shadoan to Munich, Germany, where he
served until 1956. After his military service, he enrolled in the premed program at the
University of Munich Medical School and later continued his education in Hamburg,
Germany, where he received a medical degree. He has been in private practice in San
Francisco since 1966 and teaches clinical psychiatry at the School of Medicine at the
University of California, San Francisco. Always an advocate for the chronically and severely
mentally ill, Shadoan was a founder of San Francisco’s Medically Indigent Adult Program,
which treats more than 500 uninsured patients each year.
Turnage, a St. Ignatius native, enrolled at UM following his discharge from active
military duty with the U.S. Army Air Corps in 1946. He earned a law degree from UM in
1951. In 1995 he was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Legal Letters degree from the
University. Turnage was admitted to the Montana Bar Association in 1951 and began a law
practice in Poison that year. In 1952 he was elected Lake County attorney and was re-elected
to that position four times. Montana voters elected Turnage state representative in 1962 and
state senator in 1964. After a 20-year Montana Senate career and 33 years practicing law in
Poison, Turnage was chosen chief justice of the Montana Supreme Court in 1984 and elected
to a second eight-year term in 1992. He stepped down as chief justice in January and is
currently in private practice in Poison.
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Editor’s Note: E-mail photos are available upon request for all recipients but Sara S. Foland;
call (406) 243-4824.
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